as important concerns within the broader field of environmental history, particularly in the United States. 1 More recently, the study of nature in cities has also generated work by scholars from a growing variety of disciplines who are increasingly focusing their attention on cities located outside the United States. The five volumes under review here, for example, assemble original scholarship on twenty-two cities spread across ten countries, contributed by historians of all stripes (including cultural, landscape, and women's historians, along with historians of architecture, medicine, science, technology, and the American West). They also include historical work by authors from a wide range of disciplines, including anthropology, architecture, landscape architecture, urban planning, urban studies, geography, ecology, environmental science, and sustainability studies.
Given this diversity, it is not surprising that the topics and frameworks of each book under review here vary widely. Taken together, however, their interdisciplinary breadth, methodological variation, and geographical range accurately reflect the current state of the field of urban environmental history. On one hand, they reflect an ongoing commitment to well-established common concerns that have long animated scholarship in the area, including the importance of urban professionals like city planners, landscape architects, and public health officials in shaping urban environments; the influence of citizen-led environmental reform efforts; the environmental implications of various urban infrastructures and waste management practices; the profound ways that ideas about both cities and nature shape urban environments; and the environmental significance of citycountry relationships. On the other hand, these books also reflect urban environmental history's current ability to generate scholarship that challenges established boundaries, examines under-explored subjects, and incorporates the insights of multiple disciplines.
They are an eclectic mix, but reflect a vibrant, ongoing discussion.
As an interdisciplinary collection that mixes new scholarship on established areas of inquiry with essays that develop new approaches and consider underexplored subjects, Dorothee Brantz's and Sonja Dümpelmann's Greening the City exemplifies many of the trends in the current state of the field. Focusing on twentieth-century efforts "to bring about the large-scale greening of cities," the editors are interested equally in the expansion and incorporation of urban green spaces themselves and in the growing influence that professionals in the then-emerging fields of urban planning, landscape architecture, and public health wielded to "improve environmental conditions in cities" (p. 2). Although the volume's contributors come from multiple disciplines and focus on cities located across Europe, the United States, and Mexico, their common interest in the historical place of nature in cities places them in thoughtful and sometimes provocative conversation, making for a unity and coherence that is unusual among edited collections. World War II brought planning ideas into the mainstream, however, convincing both politicians and the broader public that planning was "a necessary element of the modern state apparatus" (p. 377). In this context, planning rapidly professionalized-a process that divorced planners from the voluntary citizens groups that had championed planning before the war. Their techniques-which used in combination were called the "activated sludge process"-quickly transformed the ways that cities treated sewage. But they also generated fierce, contradictory debates: how could a process that was so obviously industrial also be biological, or "natural," at its core? Was this new industrial ecosystem natural or artificial?
Schneider effectively frames his argument around these questions, basing subsequent chapters on a series of debates in which the natural/artificial binary informed the development of the design and operations of biological treatment facilities. If sewage treatment technology was developed with public funding and revolved around "Nature's means or methods" (p. 45), should it belong to the public at large, or should it be patentable as the intellectual property of inventors? As an industry that rested on the effective management and manipulation of living organisms engaged in a complex biological process, should operations be governed by a craft approach or by more scientific management? Should managers adjust the treatment process to achieve maximum purification? Or should they attempt to wring a profit from the valuable Hybrid Nature is a significant and noteworthy addition to the literature. Urban and environmental historians committed to more contextual, place-based analyses may at times find Schneider's approach frustrating, however, because of his almost exclusive emphasis on the interplay between particular technologies and evolving ideas about nature. This is by design and does not compromise the effectiveness of the book's arguments, but it does mean that Hybrid Nature reveals much less about the urban context in which biological sewage treatment plants evolved than urban specialists might desire. Individual places like Manchester, England; Lawrence, Massachusetts; and Milwaukee, Wisconsin appear in the text, sometimes at length, but always as a backdrop for the real focus on subjects like the development of activated sludge, trickling filters, or marketable fertilizers derived from sewage. Those interested in the broader relationships between sewage treatment facilities and the cities they serve must look elsewhere, as must those who want to understand the implications of Schneider's insights for particular places.
In contrast, Andrew Karvonen's The Politics of Urban Runoff takes an explicitly place-based approach to analyzing another understudied, underappreciated technology for urban wastewater: controlling stormwater runoff. Like Schneider, however, Karvonen uses his underexplored subject as a way to advance the discussion about another major common concern in urban environmental history: the politics of sustainability. The Politics of Urban Runoff concludes with a political theory-building exercise that looks explicitly toward the future rather than the past. How can cities develop more "relational" political systems that will help insure a more sustainable future? Drawing on his historical analysis, Karvonen concludes that a "more sustainable urban future" will require "a new form of politics, one that can engage with both the human and nonhuman simultaneously" (p. 197) . Although the unambiguously political, forward-looking analysis that comprises Karvonen's final two chapters takes his arguments well out of the realm of historical scholarship, his commitment to grounding contemporary practice in deep historical analysis is both rare and refreshing. Karvonen also points to the ways that urban environmental history addresses in direct and profound ways current political debates about sustainability.
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